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animations of conscience rendered her singu-
larly perspicacious and just. These, while
edifying to her, gave her little consolation.
Her clear-sighted analyses were for the most
part a refinement of torture. But as she was
naturally kind, her self-torture heightened her
sense of pity.

We must note here, at the beginning, these
singularities of her character, for her genius is
born of them. Her life was the product of
her tumultuous and troubled sentiments; her
writings are the result of her self-judgment
and her pity. As she advanced in life and
considered her existence from a higher stand-
point, she drew from her own trials a higher
and purer moral. Whatever failed her in her
own destiny she completed in her books. It
is thus that her rich and virile works are
brought forth amid a career of troubles, agita-
tions, and sometimes weaknesses.

Happily for her and for those around her,
she felt it an absolute necessity to be amused.
She had a large and easy good-nature, and
when her heart was not otherwise engaged, a
charming freedom in all her relations.

" Corinne was very gay in spirit. She ap-
preciated the ridiculous with the keenness of a
French woman, and portrayed it with the im-
agination of an Italian, but she joined to it aquilibrium and judged herself, Her ex-.r.h, ur,
